
2018 ROTORUA 
CONFERENCE   
20 YEARS IN  
THE MAKING

THE NEW ZEALAND CONCRETE CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION (NZCCA) 
RECENTLY CELEBRATED TWO SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES – ITS LAUNCH 
AND ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY.

This unusual but important occasion came about as the New Zealand Master Concrete Placers 
Association (NZMCPA) chose 2018, 20 years after its inception, as the ideal opportunity to evolve 
into the New Zealand Concrete Contractors Association (NZCCA).

Anniversary celebrations took place at the Association’s 2018 Conference held in Rotorua from 
17–18 August at the Novotel Rotorua Lakeside. Rotorua's geothermal wonders, Māori culture and 
picturesque landscape were the perfect backdrop for the successful event.

Based on a “Then and Now” theme, the conference acknowledged previous achievements, while 
at the same time setting future goals. It also brought together past, present and future generations 
of concrete contractors, who relished the opportunity to reminisce about how far the industry has 
progressed over two decades.

Chair of the Conference Organising Committee, Martin Black, believes that while delegates 
appreciated the chance to share recollections of the Association’s beginnings and industry 
developments, there was plenty of debate around Association priorities moving forward.

“There is no doubt that during the social programme great enjoyment was had in ‘looking back’ and 
thanking the individuals who have given so much to the Association over the years,” Martin says. 

“The technical programme, as has become customary, offered practical solutions to assist with 
administrative and ‘hands-on’ aspects of concrete contracting.”

Discussion also focused on promoting the Association to prospective members across the entire range 
of concrete contracting trades, as well as to members’ customers, specifically residential builders.

Martin is keen to attribute the successful event in no small part to the backing offered by sponsors. 
“The support given by our patrons is hugely important and greatly appreciated. Put simply, without 
their assistance the Conference would not proceed,” says Martin.

Association President Brad Robertson is conscious that the next twelve months will be crucial for the 
Association, as it seeks to maintain momentum generated by the rename/rebrand, and in so doing 
enhance the experience for members and their customers.

“During 2019 the Association will remain committed to providing value and will look to meet 
strategically important objectives,” Brad says. “We have a number of exciting initiatives underway, 
such as publishing a polishing and grinding Guide, as well as exploring, in partnership with the wider 
concrete industry, mechanisms for enhancing levels of professionalism.”

Brad believes the New Zealand Concrete Contractors Association (NZCCA) has ‘hit the ground 
running’ following its launch and conference celebrations.

“We will focus on increasing membership by engaging with a wider group of concrete contractors, 
as well as promoting the attributes that elevate an Association member.” 



NZCCA Conference delegates enjoyed a night out at the Tamaki Maori Village

Novotel Rotorua Lakeside served as the 2018 NZCCA Conference venue

DAY 1
President Brad Robertson got proceedings underway in a similar 
fashion to last year’s concrete placing inspired ‘warm-up’ routine, only 
this time he was ably assisted by three industry stalwarts who had a 
few moves of their own.

It was a privilege to then hear Craig Muir share his bitter-sweet 
memories of launching and guiding the Master Concrete Placers 
Association over the first few years of its existence.

Following the AGM at which Phil Chilton of The Concrete Cutter 
2014 Ltd was welcomed on to the Board, the delegates enjoyed 
presentations from Carol and Angus McMillan, who shared their 
experiences of attending the World of Concrete over many years.  
Martin Lincoln of Danley/Ramset Reid and James Mackechnie of 
Concrete NZ then looked at how the concrete industry has advanced 
over the previous 20 years.

MC extraordinaire Jim Hopkins (back by popular demand) introduced 
the trade exhibitors during the late afternoon session, after which the 
unique cultural experience offered by the Tamaki Maori Village was 
enjoyed by the tribe(s).

DAY 2
The second day began with a ‘hands-on’/‘off-site’ session thanks to Martin Black and his team, which saw a morning slab pour re-visited later in the 
day to view finishing procedures.

Back at the Novotel Rotorua Lakeside Angela Lewes and Greg Durkin of the BCITO offered advice around creating a training culture, role modelling 
to improve professionalism and efforts underway to diversify the construction workforce.  Megan Branks of Nawkaw NZ followed and outlined the 
advantages of encouraging women in construction.

The early afternoon saw Jason Ingham of Auckland University, an original driving force behind the Master Concrete Placers Association, outline the 
rationale for the 1998 launch, while Enrique del Rey Castillo of Concrete NZ prompted a discussion around pinto, which certainly animated those present. 
Jason Ennor of MyHR gave a very useful presentation on employment contracts.

The Conference wound-up with a ‘Past/Present Generation’ onstage discussion, which was insightful, poignant and uplifting. The 2018 Awards 
closed out the evening, with Polished Concrete Ltd taking home the Supreme Award for their outstanding work on the ground floor slab of Smales 
Farm B:Hive on Auckland’s North Shore. See you all again next year in Auckland.



DECORATIVE FLOORED POLISHES OFF THE 
COMPETITION TO TAKE HOME TOP HONOUR 
AT CONCRETE CONTRACTORS AWARDS

POLISHED CONCRETE LTD WAS ECSTATIC TO WIN THE 2018 SUPREME AWARD AT THE NEW ZEALAND 
CONCRETE CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE HELD IN ROTORUA 17-18 AUGUST.

Located on Auckland’s North Shore, the B:Hive is a vibrant office space housing around 250 employees. The ground floor contains state-of-art 
meeting, conference and event facilities; not to mention an outstandingly attractive feature floor. 

Polished Concrete Ltd worked with other association members 
as part of the project team to realise the superb decorative 
concrete finish.

Following client approval of early samples, a placement 
methodology and curing technique was designed to allow for 
the selected “High Street” finish. Technical challenges requiring 
teamwork to resolve involved placing the 65 mm topping slab on a 
structural slab.

The judges couldn’t help but be WOWED by the aesthetic appeal 
of the B:Hive feature floor – quality finish, based on a thoroughly 
professional and uncompromising approach, that is guaranteed to 
get admiring looks throughout its entire durable service life.

The technical challenges of the project combined with unwavering 
communication amongst the team, and with the client, also 
impressed the judges who believe the project, with its broad 
concrete contracting focus, is a worthy winner of the 2018 Awards.

The Best Commercial Award also went to Polished Concrete for 
the B:Hive at Smales Farm in Auckland.
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BEST COMMERCIAL 
AWARD – 
COMMENDATION  
TAUPO CONCRETE 
PLACERS LTD FOR 
THE MAINFREIGHT 
DEPOT IN TAUPO

THE BEST 
RESIDENTIAL AWARD 
CONCRETE-IT LTD  
FOR FLAT BUSH 
RESIDENCE IN 
AUCKLAND

CONSISTING OF A 1,300 SQUARE METRE 
MAIN FLOOR SLAB PLUS DRIVEWAY THIS 
COMMERCIAL PROJECT WAS COMPLETED 
IN MULTIPLE POURS BY THE TEAM AT TAUPO 
CONCRETE PLACERS LTD. 

Adherence of excellence across pumping, placing, finishing and 
cutting was required to ensure not just a functional and durable 
surface that will meet heavy demands for many years, but also a 
sense of visual appeal.

THIS POOL SURROUND AND DRIVEWAY HAS 
‘QUALITY’ TROWELLED ALL OVER IT. WORKING 
CLOSELY WITH THE OWNER, A PROFESSIONAL 
DESIGNER, CONCRETE-IT LTD MET STRICT TIME 
AND BUDGET CONSTRAINTS ON A PROJECT THAT 
WAS COMPLICATED BY MULTIPLE TRADES ON SITE 
AT ANY TIME. 

For the pool surround precise surface falls away from the pool were 
required, while care was also needed when working as not only was the 
decking timber and glass balustrades in place, but the pool was also full.

The surface was etched and sealed for a durable non-slip finish, while 
the colours blend seamlessly with surrounding concrete work.

The 350 square metre driveway demanded precise excavation to ensure 
runoff was directed correctly. The circular layout proved challenging while 
the colour and aggregate exposure is consistent throughout.

Overall, the judges considered the project to exhibit an outstanding finish.



BEST RESIDENTIAL AWARD - 
COMMENDATION  
MARTIN BLACK CONCRETE 
CONTRACTORS LTD FOR MILLWATER 
RESIDENCE IN AUCKLAND

INTEGRATION WITH THE SEMI-RURAL LANDSCAPE WAS CRUCIAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THIS RESIDENTIAL 
PROJECT LOCATED NORTH OF AUCKLAND. 

Meticulous layout ensured that the owners wish for the pattern to match the house design was achieved, an outcome complemented by the 
contrast between the smooth and exposed surfaces. 

Innovative best practice was adhered to throughout as pinto concerns were top of mind. Acid wash was applied to achieve a salt & pepper effect, 
followed by a sealant. The judge felt that a magnificent outcome had been achieved, one the home owner can be proud of.



MOST INNOVATIVE AWARD  
ANGUS MCMILLAN CONCRETE LTD FOR 
THE TOKOROA SKATE PARK

THIS, THE EIGHTH SKATE PARK PROJECT UNDERTAKEN BY ANGUS MCMILLAN CONCRETE, IS A PERFECT 
EXAMPLE OF HOW EXPERIENCE CREATES KNOWLEDGE AND CONFIDENCE TO INNOVATE ACROSS 
DECORATIVE AND PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF CONCRETE CONTRACTING.

Adding to an existing park/playground, Angus McMillan Concrete Ltd adopted an innovative approach to many aspects of the project, in particular 
the adventurous use of shotcrete.

This enabled less formwork set-up (and subsequent stripping), which in-turn sped up the construction process and allowed efforts to be 
concentrated on achieving a quality finish.

Innovative features include the ‘Shark Fin’ which required close collaboration with the designer to ensure “buildability”.

Tokoroa’s timber heritage is also evident in the concrete skatepark, through the creative use of wood grain matts that formed a realistic finish that 
has contributed to the local and skate communities’ gaining tremendous pleasure from the park.



BEST DECORATIVE AWARD  
THE CONCRETE COMPANY LTD FOR THE 
STOKE SPORTS & RECREATION CENTRE

WORKING UNDER THE CONSTRAINTS OF WINTER 
CONDITIONS AND THE PUBLIC’S GAZE, THE 
CONCRETE COMPANY LTD TEAM CREATED AN 
OUTSTANDING COMBINATION OF COLOURS, 
SHAPES, LINES AND SURFACE FINISHES OVER A 
LARGE AREA FOR THIS NEW COMMUNITY FACILITY 
ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF NELSON.

Tight timeframes coupled with the diverse mixes, patterned layout and 
applied finishes meant that to achieve the desired outcome planning 
precision was non-negotiable along with clear communication across 
all project parties.

What struck a chord with the judges was how the subtle colours work 
in combination with the quite different exposed and smooth finishes 
and sharp edges, to create an overall appearance that in less skilled 
hands could have stood out for all the wrong reasons.



THE 2018 ENVIRONMENTAL/ 
SUSTAINABILITY AWARD 
WANGANUI CONCRETE CONTRACTORS 
LTD FOR THE LEARN TO RIDE BIKE TRACK  
IN WANGANUI

THIS UNIQUE COMMUNITY FACILITY LEVERAGES THE SOCIAL ASPECTS OF SUSTAINABILITY BY CREATING 
A NOVEL PLAY AREA, DESIGNED AS A ROAD IN MINIATURE, FOR YOUNG CHILDREN TO SAFELY LEARN TO 
RIDE THEIR BICYCLES. 

The track design spans out from a central green coloured round-about in a style that mimics the spokes on a bicycle wheel, with surrounding BBQ 
areas connected via paths coloured with black oxide.

Judging by the number of children using the track on a regular basis, project outcomes can only be deemed a success for which the team at 
Wanganui Concrete Contractors Ltd can be proud.




