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COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS MEANT THAT THE 2021 NEW ZEALAND CONCRETE CONTRACTORS
ASSOCIATION (NZCCA) CONFERENCE COULD NOT PROCEED AS SCHEDULED ON 3-4
SEPTEMBER AT THE BRENTWOOD HOTEL IN WELLINGTON.
Instead however, the 2021 NZCCA Annual General
Meeting and Awards did take place via Zoom on
Wednesday 13 October.

Such was the overall quality of entries that four were
acknowledged as Highly Commended in order to ensure
recognition was appropriately distributed.

Recognising excellence in all aspects of concrete
contracting across residential, decorative and commercial
categories, as well as innovation and sustainability, entries
in the 2021 Awards were of a calibre not seen before.

Led by the Supreme Award winner, all those
that entered the 2021 Awards demonstrate
the skills, passion and commitment of what
it means to be an NZCCA member, and
operate in the top echelon of concrete
contractors.

The judges commented how pleased they were that, in
addition to placing & finishing entries, there were a number
of sawing & drilling and grinding & polishing entries.

SUPREME AWARD WINNER
ENVIRONMENTAL / SUSTAINABILITY AWARD

ANGUS MCMILLAN CONCRETE
MAIDSTONE SKATEPARK, UPPER HUTT
ANGUS MCMILLAN CONCRETE (AMC) TOOK HOME THE 2021 TOP HONOUR FOR ITS BIGGEST
PROJECT TO DATE - THE MAIDSTONE SKATEPARK IN UPPER HUTT, NORTH OF WELLINGTON.
Upper Hutt City Council knew they had a safe pair of
hands in AMC, one which ticked all the design and
construction boxes, to bring this treasured play space to
local residents.
Adopting a collaborative approach that used local labour
and resources, AMC achieved a high-quality outcome for
this new, but already much-loved community resource.
With concrete stretching across 4,000 square metres, the
skatepark includes an impressive pump track made-up
of rollers and bermed corners, a basketball half-court
and paths leading in and out of the accompanying new
playground.
In addition to the customary bowls and ramps, a standout
feature is a 3.5 metre piece of ‘skateable art’ that proudly
incorporates the name of the park and exemplifies the
social aspects of sustainable development.

Arguably New Zealand’s pre-eminent
skatepark builder, AMC continues to expand
boundaries and deliver ever-larger and
more-complex projects, as exemplified by the
Maidstone Skatepark.
To make sure the judges were fully satisfied with their
decision to present AMC with the Supreme Award they
despatched a team on 14-year-old skating and scootering
experts to drop into the bowl and do some nose pivots,
fakies, 180s and bar spins.
Needless to say, they were impressed. Check out their
video report on YouTube.

Image: Upper Hutt City Council.

ENVIRONMENTAL / SUSTAINABILITY AWARD
HIGHLY COMMENDED

WALLEN CONCRETING
GLENBROOK SCHOOL, WAIUKU
WALLEN CONCRETING’S WORK AT GLENBROOK PRIMARY SCHOOL IN WAIUKU WAS
RECOGNISED FOR HELPING TO BUILD A FUNCTIONAL YET CREATIVE SHARED SPACE.
Wallen Concreting was tasked with creating a seating
area for students as well as a new path running along the
length of the school to connect several classrooms.

(see below), helping to realise an area that welcomes
students and teachers during both study and play.
• Black oxide for the drive entrance and basketball court

The team excavated 170 square metres of broken
concrete at the school entrance, working carefully around
a shade canopy and concrete mushroom tables.

• Green oxide for concrete circles around trees
• Sandstone oxide for the carpark and field paths
• Ordinary concrete for either side of the driveway

Sustainability was at the forefront of this project, with
Wallen Concreting using flexy boxing to shape paths
amongst two much-loved trees adjacent to the sports field.
Topsoil was reinstated, grass seed sown, and a Jellybean
play bund created on the side of the field using excess soil.
The subtle use of coloured concrete features throughout

Wallen Concreting consistently went above
and beyond, using a range of skills to
build a safe and attractive environment
that embraces the landscape and enables
teachers and students to excel.

BEST COMMERCIAL AWARD
THE CONCRETE COMPANY, ARVIDA CLUB HOUSE
WAIMEA PLAINS LIFESTYLE VILLAGE, RICHMOND
THE SUPERB ARVIDA CLUB HOUSE, LOCATED AT WAIMEA PLAINS RETIREMENT HOME,
SAW THE CONCRETE COMPANY WIN THE BEST COMMERCIAL AWARD.
The Concrete Company overcame many challenges
during the Arvida Club Hous project, including tight
deadlines, 30-degree heat and gale force winds.

out the faces and re-boxing. To match the other work, a
further 25 square metres of River Mist with four percent
charcoal was used.

Faced by these though conditions they played a significant
role in bringing to life this exceptional build that is
certainly deserving of praise.

The Concrete Company also completed, and colour
matched, pathways, the carpark entrance and bowling
green surround.

Considered its finest project to date, The Concrete
Company used 350 square metres of River Mist with four
percent charcoal, 83 square metres of Autumn Gold with
four percent charcoal and 84 square metres of plain roller
finish concrete – all from Allied Concrete.

The Arvida Clubhouse work was completed in just a
month during hot and windy weather, meaning that the
timing to cut and cure was key to the project’s success.

The Clubhouse entrance steps were completed in two
stages that involved pouring every second step, stripping

The result is an outstanding facility – another
jewel in the Nelson region’s crown – that is
enjoyed by residents and guests alike.

BEST RESIDENTIAL AWARD
THE CONCRETE COMPANY
CHRIS JACK’S POOL AREA
REDWOOD VALLEY, NELSON
THE CONCRETE COMPANY SECURED
THE BEST RESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR THE
STUNNING OUTDOOR SWIMMING AREA
AT THIS LIFESTYLE PROPERTY.
Working for former All Black Chris Jack is enough to keep
anyone focussed, and that proved to be the case, with The
Concrete Company successfully completing a project that
had many aspects that could have gone wrong, but didn’t!
On the day of the pour, an army of three worked tirelessly
to complete 184 square metres of acid etched concrete.
Attention to detail was paramount as the footings were
vibrated, the pool edge levels carefully monitored, and
acid etched surface trowelled to achieve a mirror-like finish.
The Concrete Company worked diligently to protect all
block work and other surfaces around the property from
concrete pump splatter, while at the same time acid runoff was carefully managed.
To achieve the crack-free finish with a black concrete in
hot and windy conditions a curing compound was used in
combination with soft cutting methods, while the wet-cuts
were re-cut the following day.

The floating steps leading up to the pool
were designed to provide the WOW factor,
so an emphasis was placed on vibrating
and triple-tapping the boxing to achieve a
seamless face around the steps.
To finish the job, The Concrete Company installed
balustrades, re-acid washed the area and applied two
coats of concrete sealer, resulting in a very satisfied client.

BEST RESIDENTIAL AWARD
HIGHLY COMMENDED

CONCRETE-IT, RAHIRI ROAD, MOUNT EDEN, AUCKLAND
THE JUDGES APPLAUDED CONCRETE-IT’S WORK AT THIS MT EDEN HOME, WHICH
COMBINES CONCRETE AND GREENERY TO CREATE A SOPHISTICATED AESTHETIC.
The homeowner’s design for a symmetrical, patterned,
exposed aggregate driveway and garden patio was prepped,
placed and finished by Concrete-It over multiple stages.
Three pours blended exposed Southern Ocean Pebble with
an exposed fine aggregate grout pump mix containing black
oxide, between borders of charcoal London Stonepavers.
The Concrete-It team placed small individual slabs as well
as a larger slab that later received decorative cuts. Special
attention was required to align heights and fall angles
between the pavers and the placed concrete.
The three-uniform sized, in-situ pavers placed between the
patio areas are a striking feature, connecting each slab
while allowing for planting in-between.
The project was undertaken during new COVID-19
health & safety protocols, which required cooperation
between the client, concrete pump operator and concrete
contractor.

The Rahiri Road project offers a new take on
the ‘concrete jungle concept’, surpassing the
client’s expectations and seeing Concrete-It
receive accolades for its outstanding work in
a residential setting.

BEST RESIDENTIAL AWARD
HIGHLY COMMENDED

CONCRETE WORX
OTAMA BEACH, COROMANDEL
CONCRETE WORX’S INVOLVEMENT WITH
THIS OTAMA BEACH PROJECT RECEIVED
PRAISE FOR ACHIEVING A SENSE OF
OPENNESS AND RESPITE.

Through its construction of an in-situ concrete
stair, Concrete Worx added robust elegance
to this residence in Otama Beach on the
Coromandel Peninsula.
The stair leads towards the main entrance from the
driveway and seating area beneath the house, the latter
providing the perfect vantage point from which to take in
the beautiful views of Otama beach and out to sea.
The stair also climbs to the hills behind the house, ambling
into the surroundings, becoming part of the landscape,
and offering both a path and a place to rest.
Health and safety requirements were adhered to during
construction, with the team erecting a shade sale over the
concrete to complete the project in mid-summer heat.
Concrete Worx output at the Otama Beach project is a
perfect example of a humble, resilient and fit for purpose
structure that merges into the environment for understated
dramatic effect.

BEST DECORATIVE AWARD
MARTIN BLACK CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
STEPHANIE CLOSE, GLENFIELD, AUCKLAND
MARTIN BLACK CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION WAS REWARDED WITH THE BEST DECORATIVE
AWARD FOR ITS WORK ON THIS UNIQUE RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY IN GLENFIELD.
The driveway is comprised of two key elements – firstly, a
border edging with integrated lighting and koru centrepiece,
and secondly, an exposed pebble aggregate infill.

The Lesa Diamond dowel system was installed at 800 mm
centres on all the external formwork to enable the slabs to
move laterally but not hydraulically.

After removing the existing driveway, the sensor light
fixtures were installed on a permeable cement and scoria
base specially designed to release any moisture build-up.

The Koru centrepiece, pre-set before concrete
placement, was designed by Martin Black
Concrete Construction and fabricated by
Masbros Engineering.

All concrete was supplied by Atlas Concrete using a
standard 20/20 mix, with Longburn Pebble and a black
oxide from Oxide Distributors. The driveway was placed
and finished at a 130 mm thickness and reinforced with
665 steel mesh.

After approx. one month an acid wash was applied,
followed by three coats of Peter Fell sealer, adding the
finishing touch to the much-admired driveway.

BEST DECORATIVE AWARD
HIGHLY COMMENDED

POLISHED CONCRETE LIMITED (PCL)
ORMISTON TOWN CENTRE, FLAT BUSH, AUCKLAND
PCL WERE ACKNOWLEDGED FOR PROVIDING A SENSE OF STYLE AND MOVABILITY
THROUGH A CONNECTED ENVIRONMENT AT THE ORMISTON TOWN CENTRE.
In a big development such as this, time, cost and
quality are key drivers for everyone involved. PCL’s
communication with the client and main contractor was
pivotal to a successful outcome in the form of a longlasting and fit for purpose finish.
PCL implemented a MegaFloor system, relying on Mega
Diamond Tools’ (MDT) range of products, including Mega
Fill as a microgrout and Mega Hard Potassium as a
hardener, to bring the floor to life.

An emphasis was placed on health and safety by PCL,
ensuring the job was process driven and aligned to the
relevant legislation and to ISO 45001.

Exemplified by the attractive and well executed
Ormiston Town Centre floor, concrete offers
a range of inherent benefits that range from
thermal mass through to durability, all of which
remain in place over a prolonged service life.

MOST INNOVATIVE AWARD
GPR SCANNING
STANMORE BAY, AUCKLAND
THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX, COMBINED
WITH ACCURATE SAWING AND DRILLING,
HELPED GPR SCANNING LITERALLY
OVERCOME A STUBBORN BARRIER AND BE
DECLARED THE MOST INNOVATIVE.

When Straightline Builders needed to
move an existing precast concrete wall at
a residential property in Auckland, GPR
Scanning answered the call.
The GPR Scanning team devised an innovative technique
that involved a number of accurate flush cuts to release
the wall from the 400 mm deep footing and allow it to be
relocated 50 mm away.
GPR Scanning created a channel to safely release the wall
via flush cuts to either side of the precast panel. A final
flush cut was then made to create a 100 mm wide channel,
so the team could re-position the wall where needed.
GPR Scanning then stich-drilled 7 mm x 50 mm diameter
core holes to avoid over cuts on the finished section of the
slabs, completing an impressively executed project.
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