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Members of the New Zealand Concrete Contractors Association (NZCCA) gathered in 
Wellington in early September for their conference, AGM, awards ceremony and an 
entertaining debate on the timeliness of concrete delivery. 

 

 
 
NZCCA held our Conference and Annual 
General Meeting in Wellington over the 
weekend of 2-3 September and we had some 
interesting presentations and discussions. 
Friday brought us: 

• Bernie Napp, Sustainability and Policy 
Director, Concrete NZ, who presented on 
‘NZ Concrete Industry’s Journey to 
Decarbonise’ which provided us with a 
valuable insight on the journey to 
sustainability and decarbonisation in the 
world of concrete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernie Napp 

GPR Concrete Scanning Ltd, our Supreme Award Winner for 2022 



CONFERENE & AWARDS 

WELLINGTON 2-3 SEPTEMBER 2022 

Page 2 of 4 

 

 

 

 

 

• Dene Cook, Divisional Technical 
Manager, Concrete Division from Firth 
Industries (Fletcher Building) presented on 
the changes made to the Golden Bay 
Cement plant in Whangarei to 
accommodate their Waste End-of-Life 
Tyre Project, an initiative to burn used 
tyres in an eco-friendly way at low 
pollution levels and the use of alternative 
fuels to reduce CO2 process emissions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dene Cook 

Both of these presentations were very topical 
and important for the future of the concrete 
industry. 

Following these, we had presentations by 
Inland Revenue Department and BCITO, 
followed by our AGM, dinner and debate. The 
debate topic, ‘My Concrete is Always Late’ 
generated some humorous (and sometimes 
serious) rhetoric. 

It was a close contest, with the affirmative 
winning, mainly due to the enthusiastic 
conclusion delivered by life member Martin 
Black. Marty’s passion and intensity swayed 
the adjudicator their way despite the best 
debater being Dave Barker from the negative 
side. 

 

 

 

 

Dave Barker taking the floor during the Debate 

Saturday morning was programmed for group 
discussions on various subjects relevant to our 
concrete contracting industry. Topics covered 
included: 

• Social media and marketing 
• Concrete pumping qualification 
• Concrete grinding & polishing 
• The future of our Association 
• Improving quality and reputations in the 

industry 
• Concrete pumping upcoming regulations 
• Concrete sawing & drilling silica dust 

and slurry control 
• Pervious concrete 

All of these are extremely important to our 
Association, but the most constructive had to be 
the pumpers group who spent the whole 
morning discussing training for their sector and 
the impact the upcoming High Risk Plant 
Regulations might have on them. 

Further sessions followed from The Drug 
Detection Agency, Worksafe NZ and Builtin 
Insurance, all of which were of great interest to 
delegates. 
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Saturday evening was the Conference and 
Awards Dinner, where members could enter 
and show their great workmanship on various 
projects. Although entry numbers were down 
from the normal, the Awards went ahead. 

The Environmental/Sustainability Award went 
to GPR Concrete Scanning Ltd for their Ports of 
Auckland Project. This related to housing the 
generators that will keep ‘Sparky,’ Auckland’s 
electric tug boat fully charged and ready to go. 

The Decorative Award went to Concrete 
Unlimited for a job completed in Nelson. This 
was a three part pour stretching through 
summer into autumn, which created some 
challenging moments.  

 

Award Winners, Allen Hauraki, Kayne Laughton, 
Ryan & Siobhan Berkett 

Our Supreme Award for 2022 was awarded 
to GPR Concrete Scanning for the Ports of 
Auckland project. What appears to be a 
simple job of drilling a few holes in a concrete 
slab to feed cables through from under the 
wharf to generators mounted above was a very 
technical and environmental challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 
Scanning had to be done from a platform built 
underneath the wharf, the drilling rig was 
mounted on a suction base in order to maintain 
the integrity of the wharf structure, and slurry 
and debris control was at zero tolerance. GPR 
Concrete Scanning created a safe, 
environmentally controlled work area meeting 
all the specified demands. 

Our Incoming Board 
Carol McMillan – President 
Carol has been the President of the NZCCA 
since 2019. She is the first woman to be in the 
role and has been a member of the Association 
since 1998 when it was known as the New 
Zealand Master Concrete Placers Association 
(NZMCPA). Carol, husband Angus and family 
run and operate Angus McMillan Concrete and 
AMC Skateparks in Hawke’s Bay. 

Ed Hawkes – Secretary/Treasurer 
Ed has been with the Association since 2016 
and does all the day-to-day stuff, keeping the 
Board on track for meetings, training, and 
anything to do with organising things. 

Board Members 
Mike Eggers, Dunedin – Mike runs pumps and 
place and finish crews. 

Tim Johnstone, Christchurch – Tim runs a large 
pumping business. 

Scott MacLeod, Tauranga – Scott and his son 
Ben run a place and finish crew. 

Kayne Laughton, Auckland – Kayne runs GPR 
Concrete Scanning Ltd. 

Allen Hauraki, Auckland – Allen is in the 
sawing and drilling sector. 

Taurus Taurima, Hawke’s Bay – Taurus runs 
Topline Contracting Ltd. 
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Associate Board Members 
Dave Barker, Christchurch – from Allied 
Concrete, representing Concrete NZ Readymix 
Sector. 

Kelly Binning-Rangi, Levin – owns Concrete 
Pumping Equipment NZ (CPENZ) with her 
husband Justin. 

President, Carol McMillan is pleased to 
welcome younger members to the Board. 
“Kayne, Allen and Taurus have great ideas 
and vision for the future of our industry and we 
hope that having them in these positions will 
attract more new and younger members to the 
Association.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kayne Laughton receiving his Award from Angus McMillan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Burkett receiving his Award from Angus McMillan 

 

Delegates at our Conference 

 

 

 

 The Decorative winning entry 
from Concrete Unlimited 


